
c. Before God raised up Israel’s first kings, he raised up a 

Samuel as a mighty prophet to create a prophetic check 

to the new power of the monarchy. 

B. Prophets could come from any strata of society. 

1. From royal families, such as Isaiah (?) 

2. From priestly families, such as Ezekiel. 

3. From farming families, such as Amos. 

C. Prophets might enjoy high stations in society, but they were 

known for sometimes unconventional behavior in response to 

the spirit of prophecy. 

1. Some prophets were 

employed by the royal 

court, but these court 

officials could still sound 

off like canons. 

2. Other prophets lived on 

the outskirts of society 

like Elijah and Elisha. 

3. Some prophets had disciples who assisted and studied under 

them, such as Samuel, Elijah and Elisha, and Isaiah. 

a. These prophets are often said to have a school of 

prophets that the oversaw. But this should not be 

understood as an academic institution. 

b. These schools were places for godly men to assist senior 

prophets and to learn how to represent God to the 

people. 

c. Prophets could act as teachers of prophecies previously 

revealed, and they could act as leaders or worship in song 

and prayer. 

 

WATCH ME SMOLDER & BURN 

God’s Prophets in the Old Testament 
a.  

May 30, 2021 – Evening Bible Study – Pastor M. Scott Bashoor 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The Meaning of “Prophet” & “Prophecy” 

1. The most common Hebrew word for “prophet” is nebi’, and 

the related verb is naba’. 

2. The origin of the word is debated. The root meaning might 

be one of the following: 

a. to announce (as an official speaker) 

b. to bubble up (overflowing with words) 

c. to call (one called to speak) 

d. [something else not yet known] 

B. Speaking for God 

1. While the origin of the word is debated, the meaning is clear, 

2. Most of the time in the Old Testament, the word refers to a 

speaker/speech inspired by God to reveal God’s truth. 

3. Most of the prophecies in the Bible are not futuristic 

foretellings but inspired statements. 

a. Every word of Scripture was written by prophecy. 

b. Many Bible stories about prophets focus on things they 

say about the past or the present, not just the future. 

c. Foretellings of the future are among the most dramatic of 

prophetic utterances. Pagan prophets of the ancient world 

did not produce long range prophecies like the OT’s. 



II. PROPHECY IN THE BOOKS OF SAMUEL 

A. Different Kinds of Prophecy in Samuel: In the current sermon 

series on the books of Samuel, we periodically encounter unusual 

forms of prophecy. 

1. Pronouncement: a prophet speaking a word from God. 

a. 1 Sam 2:27ff. An unnamed man 

of God announces that the house 

of Eli will fall from its priestly 

leadership. 

b. 1 Sam 15:22-29. Samuel reports 

God will take the kingdom from Saul without an heir. 

2. Possession: a person overtaken by the Spirit to pray or praise. 

a. 1 Sam. 10:5-7. Saul will act like a prophet temporarily. 

b. 1 Sam. 18:10. Saul is troubled by a harming spirit. 

a. The term “raved” is normally translated “prophesied.” 

b. Here it means to “act like a prophet” in erratic ways, 

possibly muttering words of his own doom. 

c. 1 Sam. 19:20-24. Samuel oversees a group of prophets 

caught up in the Spirit. Saul and his men are dominated 

by the same and lose control of their faculties for a time. 

B. Prophecy in Transition: After the time of Samuel, the gift of 

prophecy becomes more often associated with pronouncement 

than possession. 

1. 1 Sam 9:9. The narrator indicates that there used to be 

different ways of speaking of prophets in the days these 

events took place. 

2. In 2 Samuel all the references to prophets and prophecies 

involve pronouncements, not possession. 

3. As the OT progresses, prophetic possession is mentioned only 

occasionally.  

a. 1 Kings 18:46. God enables Elijah to outrun Ahab’s 

chariot. 

b. 2 Kings 3:15. God comes upon Jehoshaphat’s court 

prophet. 

c. 1 Chron. 25:1-3 (?). The chief musicians are said to 

prophecy as they play in the temple. 

d. Isaiah 8:11. God comes mightily upon Isaiah with a 

corrective word of Jerusalem. 

e. Ezekiel 3:14. Ezekiel is entranced as his mind is taken 

away in a vision. 

4. In the NT the Spirit came upon believers mightily at Pentecost 

and other key moments, but Paul describes the regular gift of 

prophecy as something which is to be controlled by the 

prophet. 1 Cor. 14:29-32. 

III. THE PECULIAR PLACE OF THE PROPHETS 

A. Prophets were often outsiders that God 

called to shake up the status quo. 

1. The Law established the offices of 

priest and elder and explained how 

they were to be appointed. 

2. But prophets were appointed more 

directly by God. 

a. The chief example and archetype 

of an OT prophet is Moses. 

b. After the time of the conquest, God raised a greater 

number of prophets to offset the corruption of Israel’s 

other officers. 


